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2nd Annvual Talented Brooklyn Gala Resonates with the Rhythm of Compassion

On Thursday, May 17, Brooklyn Community Housing and Services (BCHS) hosted its 2nd Annual Talented
Brooklyn Gala at Galapagos Art Space in DUMBO. More than 150 friends of the agency attended to help
celebrate BCHS' life-saving programs for formerly homeless women, children and men. All together, donors,

advertisers and auction winners contributed nearly $100,000 to the event, providing BCHS with vital
~ unrestricted resources to help end homelessness in Brooklyn.

The Gala Committee, led by Co-Chairs Margie Hanssens and Christine Spadaro, treated guests to a festive
night of creativity, compassion and community. The room welcomed attendees with vibrant and colorful

artwork from the 4th Annual BCHS Resident Art Show. The Jean Rohe Band warmed the crowd with a
selection of melodic multi-cultural music while guests mingled and browsed the selection of exciting
auction items, including a trip to Rome, dinner at Raos, weekend getaways, theater tickets, artwork and
more. Last but not least, featured performers Maracatu New York brought audience members to their
feet with an energetic set of Brazilian-style drumming and dancing.

BCHS' annual galas recognize the many community partners, Board Members and employees who work
diligently to help hundreds of adults and children move from crisis and isolation to stability and independence
each year. The 2012 event also highlighted the 20th anniversary of Brooklyn Gardens, BCHS' supportive
housing apartment complex in Fort Greene.

"This year we are thrilled to honor architect Cindy Harden, who designed Brooklyn Gardens, and
Harden+ Van Arnam Architects," said Executive Director Jeff Nemetsky. "Their expertise and leadership in
supportive housing design continues to provide attractive and safe homes for thousands of New Yorkers."

Guests also joined the agency in honoring model, runway coach and TV personality Lu Celania Sierra,
who has generously volunteered her time and experience to offer support and inspiration to BCHS
clients. Ms. Sierra has also served as the agency's Gala Emcee since 2010. "Lu is a terrific friend to BCHS
and our residents," said Nemetsky. "We are extremely grateful that she continues to share her talent,
graciousness and insight with us, and we are thrilled to wish her well on her upcoming VHI television show,
Runway Lu, which debuts in the Fall."

Thanks to all of the generous sponsors, honorees, Board and Committee Members, donors and friends who
helped make the 2nd Annual Talented Brooklyn Gala a huge success!

See inside for more Talented Brooklyn.
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Message from Executive
Director Jeff Nemetsky

Dear friends,

I'd like to tell you about Abby.

Abby had struggled for most of her adult life with mental illness and substance
abuse before coming to BCHS, often living in hospitals or on the street.
Clinically obese at the time and suffering from a serious case of diabetes, she was
sleeping on a shelter cot in Queens when she was referred to our Scartered-Site
Apartment Program.

Abby was placed in an apartment with two other BCHS clients in Downtown Brooklyn. Normally
guarded and shy, Abby immediately hit it off with her roommates, making her feel as if she had

real friends for the first time in decades. Then, with her confidence growing, Abby became a vocal
participant in one of the agency’s weekly support groups and eagerly engaged with her case manager.
She began exercising regularly and, at the urging of staff, changed her eating habits and lost 30
pounds. Her diabetes abated.

Abby felt so good about herself that her case manager helped her enroll for classes at a local college.
Well, it has been two years since then and I am proud to say that Abby just graduated in May with
her Associates Degree and a 3.67 G.P.A. Now, at age 50, she is exploring options for pursuing her
Bachelors and is seeking certification as an Ultrasound Technician. Please join me in congratulating
Abby on her well-deserved success.

At BCHS we believe that every person who walks through our doors can move from vulnerability

to independence — and from crisis to community — just like Abby. And in this issue of Community
Notes you will see how we celebrated this mission at our recent 7alented Brooklyn Gala. A special
thank you to our wonderful honorees - Cindy Harden and Harden+Van Arnam Architects, and Lu
Celania Sierra - and to all of our extraordinarily generous sponsors, guests and supporters. The
evening featured performances by dynamic Brooklyn-based entertainers as well as a gallery of terrific
artwork created by talented BCHS residents.

It was once said that “where flowers bloom, so does hope,” and in this issue you will also see the
amazing work that was done this Spring to beautify our landscaping and flowerbeds in the Brooklyn
Gardens courtyard. Many thanks to our selfless volunteers, including everyone from Goldman Sachs
Community TeamWorks, who helped make this area so lovely and brought smiles to our residents’ faces.

Thank you so much for your support, and thank you for being part of
the effort to end homelessness in Brooklyn. I hope you are having a
wonderful summer!

This year, the BCHS Board of Directors enthusiastically elected two new and dedicated volunteers,
Welcomes Lexy Mayers and Richard Greenspan, to its ranks. Both new Board Members come to BCHS with
YA o p
WX LY T B diverse expertise and experiences that compliment the many strengths of the established participants,

Members

and that will help the Board of Directors continue to lead the agency's success and growth.

LExy MAYERS is the Chief
Development Officer at the
Brooklyn Public Library (BPL).
Prior to joining BPL she was the
Executive Director of Room to
Grow, an organization dedicated to
enriching the lives of babies born
into poverty. She lives in Park Slope
with her husband and two children.

RICHARD GREENSPAN is the
owner of RG Consulting Services,
IEIEC,, specializing in real estate
development for affordable and
supportive housing. Prior to this

he was Vice-President at Forest City
Ratner Companies. He lives in Park

Slope with his wife and children.



After extensive planning and innovative collaboration, the highly anticipated
Navy Green SRO opened its doors in March of 2012. The newly constructed
single-room occupancy (SRO) facility, located just outside the Brooklyn Navy
Yards, offers 59 units of permanent supportive housing for chronically homeless
single adults who are living with mental illnesses, and 38 additional units for
low-income working adults from the community.

Navy Green SRO represents a multi-faceted partnership between BCHS and Pratt
Area Community Council (PACC), which owns and manages the building, along
with Dunn Development Corp. and L+M Development Partners. BCHS
oversees social services at the facility, including case management, counseling,
nursing care, vocational training and recreational activities.

"One resident told me his first night at Navy
Green was the single BEST night of his life,"
shares Program Director Curdy Edwards.
"It's wonderful to watch this new
" community grow. Our goal is to admit
b new tenants as quickly as possible
and provide the services required
’ - to ensure a successful stay at Navy
Green, with full occupancy by the

~ end of November."

“g’i Left to right: BCHS Board Members
fos Patrick Fry, Margie Hanssens,
Alexandra Bowie, Christine Spadaro,
Darryl Hollon and Ben Baxt at the
Navy Green SRO

BCHS Welcomes the
First Residents to
the New Navy
Green

Jason's Story: A Bright Future Grows at Ivy House

BCHS' Board of Directors.

care skills and started to advocate for himself.

and my laundry for myself."

prom and graduated on June 8th.
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Ivy House, Jason has now set his sights on his next big goal.

"It is all right at Jvy House," states Jason as he addresses attendees at the June 2012 meeting of
"It is a safe place and the staff is there to help." This statement is
especially meaningful considering how far Jason has progressed from just a year earlier.

Ivy House Assistant Director Debra Paul recalls, "When Jason arrived at BCHS in early 2011 he
was very withdrawn and struggling with his mental illness."

With encouragement and nurturing

from the staff, Jason slowly began to participate in social activities, learned essential personal-
"I went on a trip to the Brooklyn Tabernacle last
December, and to other great places,” he recounts, "and I learned how to do my chores

That, however, was just the beginning of a remarkable year for the once quiet young
man. Jason spent his days attending Brooklyn Transition Center (P.S. 373), a New
York City school that provides special services for students with disabilities. Buoyed

by the growing confidence and stability he felt at fuy House, Jason attended his school

He proudly shares "Tamara and Miss Loretta (BCHS staff members) took me
to my high school graduation. BCHS paid my graduation dues. The staff
N had a barbecue for me. Every one of the clients said congratulations, even
jl“‘"- people from other programs.”

i{’ Thanks to the compassionate support and vital life skills he received at

"I had an

interview at AHRC to enroll in a job training program,” he says with
. asmile, "and I just found out I got accepted.”



Below (from top, left to right):

BCHS Executive Director Jeff Nemetsky, Board The 2nd Annual
Chair Ben Baxt, Honorees Lu Celania Sierra and
Cindy Harden TALENTED BROOKLYN

Barbara Blechman, Diane Gnagnarelli, Rick
Lodewick and Board Member Christine Spadaro

Joyce Klemperer, Board Member Tim Hosking,
Debby Leonard and Leah Riley

Kevin McCarthy, Eliot Merrill and Nellie Perera
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2012 GALA SPONSORS

BENEFACTOR
Harden+Van Arnam Architects, PLLC
Tim Hosking and Audrey Sokoloff
Monadnock Construction, Inc.

Sean O'Neal and Ambereen Sleemi
PATRON
Medco Plumbing, Inc.

Mega Contracting, Inc.
FRIEND
Patrick and Andrea Fry
Richard Greenspan and Rachel Ratner
Lexy Mayers and David Lesser
WABC TV
VIRTUOSO
Alembic Community Development
Stephen McGrath, Jr. and Janine Shelffo
Service Directions, Inc. (SDI)
PRODIGY
Bell Urban, LLC/Elisa Barnes and Alan Bell
Margie Hanssens and Kevin McGrath
JRH Acoustical Consulting/John Hauenstein
Srenica Munthree and David Hazan
Neuhaus Design Architecture/Kimberly Neuhaus
William R. Nye, Ph.D.

Asif and Sabera Talukdar
Total Management Corp.

2012 GALA PLANNING COMMITTEE
CO-CHAIRS
Margie Hanssens o Christine Spadaro
COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Ia Andrews Venice James
Benjamin Baxt  Lexy Mayers
Thomas Castelnuovo Naima Mohamed
Jens Peter Hansen ~ Arzora O'Neal
Tim Hosking  Sean O’Neal




Left (from top, left to right):

Kings County District Attorney
Charles Hynes

Board Member Margie Hanssens
and BCHS Artist Jenny Chan

BCHS Controller Errol Fray and
Board Member Darryl Hollon

New York State Senator
Velmanette Montgomery

' BCHS

Maracatu New York The Jean Rohe Band (left to vl.'ight): Liam Rol;inson, Aaron Shafer-Haiss, Resident Artist
Photos by Robert Braunfeld Jean Rohe, Ilusha ngl-adze and hris Tordini = Jenny Chan -

The 4th Annval BCHS Resident
Art Show at Talented Brooklyn

BCHS' Annual Resident Art Show features works by talented
clients from our programs for formerly homeless women, children
and men. The show highlights the artists’ diverse experiences and
skills and it celebrates each person’s unique visions.

Through our art show, and a comprehensive activities program with
regular art sessions, we encourage and nurture the therapeutic
benefits that creative expression offers. We thank the artists for
allowing us to share their works at Talented Brooklyn.

2012 BCHS RESIDENT ARTISTS

Jenny Chan Hee'Ja Kim Lindora Slowe
Scattered-Site Apts. Scattered-Site Apts. BHAC Aftercare

Hilde Freedom Barry McCrea Ryan Thomas
Scattered-Site Apts. Oak Hall Scattered-Site Apts.

Our Journey: Photographs by BCHS Residents
For the 4th Annual Resident Art Show, BCHS gave disposable

cameras to a group of clients and asked them to document aspects
of their journeys from homelessness to independence.

Some were recently homeless and newly arrived to BCHS. Their
photos reflect their apprehension and determination as they get
settled at the agency.

Others were BCHS residents for a number of months when they
took their pictures. These photos depict the process of getting
back on their feet: working with staff, participating in vocational
training, and finding employment.

Finally, some had been with the agency for close to a year.
Working steady jobs they secured with help from BCHS staff, and
saving enough money, they were about to graduate from the
agency. Their images capture the effort and joy of moving into
independent housing of their own.

2012 BCHS RESIDENT PHOTOGRAPHERS

Samuel Billups Zhinga Hailey Toribio Lassalle
Oak Hall Arbor Inn Scattered-Site Apts.

Pertrilla Fisher Shamika Hough  Steven Paul Plourde - 2 — b=
Scattered-Site Apts. Arbor Inn Scattered-Site Apts. " a1
. . _ ChS Resident
Janay Frazier Simone Johns i = Photo h
Arbor Inn Arbor Inn otographer

Janay Frazier




Coniribulions Janvary-June 2012

$10,000 - $24,999

Lily Auchincloss Foundation, Inc.
$5,000 - $9,999

Goldman Sachs Co.

Harden+Van Arnam Architects,
PLLC

Tim Hosking and Audrey
Sokoloff

Monadnock Construction, Inc.

Sean O'Neal and Ambereen
Sleemi

$2,500 - $4,999

Anonymous

Baxt Ingui Architects PC

ExxonMobil Foundation

Margie Hanssens and
Kevin McGrath

Medco Plumbing, Inc.
Mega Contracting, Inc.

The Kirk Wallace and Mark
Sexton Fund of the Stonewall
Community Foundation

$1,000 - $2,499

Anonymous

Hajer Ayari

Mary Dixie Carter and
Steve Kempf

Thomas and Carolyn Castelnuovo

Patrick and Andrea Fry

Richard Greenspan and
Rachel Ratner

Maria Jones and David Cooper

Levin Capital Strategies/
John Levin

Lexy Mayers and David Lesser

Stephen McGrath, Jr. and
Janine Shelffo

Milberg Factors, Inc./
David and Melinda Milberg

Jeff Nemetsky and Jessica Ziegler

Robertson Foundation/
Sarah and Spencer Robertson

SMR Craftworks, Inc./

Andrew Fishman
Trooper Foods
WABC TV
$500 - $999
A.S.K. Construction, Inc.

Alembic Community
Development

Leslie Alexander and
Norris Manser

Anonymous (2)
Aon Construction Services Group
B.W.B. Crown Partition

Bell Urban, LLC/Elisa Barnes
and Alan Bell

$500 - $999 (continued)
Sally Brazil and Don Bendernagel

Bruno Frustaci Contracting, Inc.
Robert Buckholz and

Lizanne Fontaine
Certified Asbestos Removal Corp.
Clifford and Leslie Cohen

Marty Cohen and
Randy Ellen Sheinberg

Darcon Construction Corp.
Dunn Development Corp.
G. Fazio Construction Corp.

Jens Peter Hansen and
Elena Feliciano

Cathy Herman and
Brian Sullivan

Pat Hoffman
Interior Alterations, Inc.
J. Pilla Group Ltd.

JRH Acoustical Consulting/
John Hauenstein

Srenica Munthree and
David Hazan

New York Concrete Corporation
William R. Nye, Ph.D.

The Ken and Simona Peterson
Fund

Dan Porter and Melanie Judd
Service Directions, Inc. (SDI)
Soil Mechanics Drilling Corp.
Benjamin and Tammy Warnke
Woodworks Construction Co, Inc.
$250 - $499

A. Enrico Contracting Corp.
Aflac/S. Bein, Inc.

Anonymous

Fred Baer and Evelyn Shunaman
Peter and Kristin Becker

Adele Bernhard

Alexandra Bowie and
Dan Richman

The Honorable James Brennan/
Friends of Jim Brennan

CAMBA, Inc.
Shawn and David Campbell

Center for Urban Community

Services (CUCS)
Steve Coe and Maggie Knox
James O. Daley
Gail Flanery and Tom Potter
Alan Goldberg and Karen Backus

Mary Cox Golden and
Nicholas Pott

Mr. Hurst K. Groves

Venice James and Mark Foushee
SoHui Kim

= LR TELEE LT, TR -
i 5 = ) o

SEA ) 0 A
L S

$250 - $499 (continued)

Ann and Mitch Lowenthal
Elizabeth and Michael Mayers
Kathy McDermott

Naima Mohamed

Chris Morrison and Ron Marino

Neuhaus Design Architecture/
Kimberly Neuhaus

New Destiny Housing
Corporation

Nellie Perera

The Milton B. and Ruth A.
Rubin Philanthropic Fund of
the Jewish Communal Fund

Laura Schnell and Mitch Pacelle
Starr Security Services

Asif and Sabera Talukdar

Total Management

Peter and Cathy Woll

$100 - $249

18 Friends of Senator
Velmanette Montgomery

Sandra Abramson and
Terry DeFiore

All HVAC Service Co.
Anonymous
Associated Supermarkets/

492 Supermarket Corp.
Barbara Blechman
Emily Bravo
Brooklyn Bridge Realty
Brownstone Real Estate
Elena Lesser Bruun
Cabfab/Chris Clemans
June Castelnuovo
Holly Delany Cole
Dineen Construction
Marcia Ely and Andy McKey
Joan Erskine
Excel Builders & Renovators, Inc.
Joseph Finnerty, III
Amy Fontaine and Mete Kok
William Waring Fox

Matt Frey and Melissa James
Gibson

Dolores and Charlie Frieden
Manfred and Pat Fuchs

Garden Works

Jane Garnett and David Booth
Liz Giamatti

Joan Glatman

Jane Glaubinger

Diane Gnagnarelli and Will Zook
Cynthia Godsoe and Eric Pitt
Ludmilla Goldberg
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$100 - $249 (continued)
Darryl Hollon

Earl Johnson

Bennette Kramer and Eliot Long
Allen Kraus and Lynn Parkerson
Anita Laremont

Rebecca Lurie and Catherine
Bordeau

Sarah Maher and Steve Dembitzer
Marks Paneth & Shron, CPA
Martin Plumbing and Heating
Tom and Sara Matthews

Newt and Polly Merrill

William and Ann Marie O'Brien
Arzora O'Neal

Jane Osgood and Ted Hilles
Palone Bros. Air Conditioning

PK. Ramani and Alexandra
Chavchavadze

Secure Green, Inc.
Ted and Mary Jo Shen
Catherine Sloane and Ben Davis

Stanley Lewis Plumbing and
Heating

Emily Sweet and David Drits
Connie and Arthur Tempel
Anna Verdi and John Maclntosh
Joan Wallstein

Laurel and Joseph Whitaker
Bob and Donna Whiteford

Neil and Susan Whoriskey

Ben Yarmolinsky

YWCA of Brooklyn

Up to $99
Anonymous (2)

Margaret and Arthur Blank
Seth Borgos and Gwen Cyrkiel
Lisel Burns

Joe Datema

Katie Dominguez

Clarence J. Evans, M.D.
Marilyn and Joe Green

Deborah Hallen and Paul Zelinsky
Dawn Johnson

Diane Kirschner

Kum Kau Chinese Kitchen, Inc.
Emma Lopez

Sally and Richard Mann

Donna Minkowitz

Robert and Bonnie Nelson

Kenyatte Reid and Crystal
Granderson-Reid

David A. Rowe
Jane Shufer
Greg Tewksbury and Abby Scher
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Gifis II‘I Kind Janvary-June 2012 Tli,bujes, Janvary-June 2313 -

aBistro on DeKalb

Acorn Toys

AMC Entertainment, Inc.
Marolyn Bowie

Cabfab/Chris Clemans
Cambridge Corp. Services/John Dockery
Ramona Candy

June Castelnuovo

Thomas and Carolyn Castelnuovo
The Daily Show

Michael Dorf and City Winery
Gail C. Flanery

Flying Pigs Farm/Mike Yezzi and
Jennifer Small

Paul Giamatti

Gleena/Asya Palatova

Margie Hanssens and Kevin McGrath
Jodi Hauptman

Tim Hosking and Audrey Sokoloff
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Hughes Contracting Industries, Ltd.

The John Derian Company

Layla

Madiba Restaurant

Malchijah Hats

The Museum of Modern Art (MoMA)
National Hockey League (NHL)

New York Distilling Company/Tom Potter
Old York Cellars/David Wolin

Physiologic

Powell Scott Glass

Raeder's Wines & Liquors

Jean Rohe

Roundabout Theatre Company

Rustik Neighborhood Tavern

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Spoke the Hub/Elise Long

Stuart Thompson Productions

Marisa Tesauro

IN HONOR OF

BeN BaxTt
Ann and Mitch Lowenthal

IN MEMORY OF
MicHAEL ROTHENBERG
William R. Nye, Ph.D.

Tom CASTELNUOVO
Diane Kirschner

JoE VADAPALAS
James O. Daley

EveryNn Horowitz
WEINSTEIN

Laura Schnell and
Mitch Pacelle

CIiNDY HARDEN AND

HARDEN+VAN ARNAM

ARCHITECTS, PLLC

Seth Borgos and
Gwen Cyrkiel

SALLY YARMOLINSKY
Tom and Sara Matthews

Ben Yarmolinsky
Lexy MAYERS
Joan Wallstein

WirLiam R. NYE, Pu.D.
Leslie Alexander and
Norris Manser

CHRISTINE SPADARO
Levin Capital Strategies/
John Levin

| Volunteers from Goldman Sachs Community

TeamWorks Help Beautify Brooklyn Gardens

On Saturday, May 5, a group of Goldman Sachs employees and their families

donated their time and energy for a day of planting and beautifying at Brooklyn

Gardens, BCHS' apartment complex for formerly homeless women, children and

courtyard and flower beds.

men. The group mulched, weeded, trimmed, and planted shrubs and flowers to brighten the

This is the sixth year volunteers from Goldman Sachs Community TeamWorks participated in BCHS'
Gardening Day. In true community spirit, they worked alongside several BCHS Board Members,
friends, employees and residents who dug in to help with the project.

"The grounds of Brooklyn Gardens have always been integral to the social life and relaxation of
our residents," shared BCHS Board Chair Ben Baxt. "We're most appreciative to Goldman Sachs
Community TeamWorks for their help in fostering beauty and calm in our public spaces every year."

We’re committed to ending homelessness in Brooklyn.
Each year, BCHS provides safe and clean supportive housing for 800 formerly homeless women, children and men.
We help them learn how to live productively and independently, with dignity and with hope.

To contribute, or to learn how you can help, please visit www.BCHandS.org
or contact BCHS' Development Department at (718) 852-9322 ext. 2140
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WE ARE COMMUNITY:
A Collaboration

Between Saint Ann’s
School and BCHS

For BCHS' 2nd Annual
Talented Brooklyn Gala,
students from the
renowned Saint Ann’s
School in Brooklyn,
under the guidance of
Community Service
Coordinator Diane
Gnagnarelli, worked
side-by-side with BCHS
residents to create a
mural that demonstrates
what community means
to them. We appreciate
the time and talent
these students and
residents contributed to
this special project.

Photo by Robert
Braunfeld



